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the account given in Henry VI, to know what we
should say of her now. There would be the same re-
proaches of unwomanliness, the same reminders that
a woman's sphere is the home, the same plea that she
should leave serious affairs to men, who, indeed, had
carried them on so well that the whole country was
tormented with perpetual panic of an enemy over sea.
There would be the same taunts of immodesty, the
same filthy songs. Since science has presumed to
take the place of theology, we should talk about
hysteria instead of witchcraft, and hallucination in-
stead of demoniacal possession. Physiologists would
expound her enthusiasm as functional disorder of the
thyroid gland. Historians would draw parallels be-
tween her recurring Voices and the " tarantism " of
the Middle Ages. Superior people would smile with
polite curiosity. The vulgar would yell in crowds and
throw filth in her face. The scenes of the fifteenth
century in France would be exactly repeated, except
that we should not actually burn her in Trafalgar
Square, if she escaped the madhouse, the gaol and
forcible feeding would be always ready.

So that we must not be hard on that theological
conclave which made the mistake of burning a Blessed
One alive. They wre inspired by the highest motives,
political and divine, and they made the fullest use of
their knowledge of spiritual things. Being under divine
direction, they could not allow any weak sentiment of
pity or human consideration to influence their judg-
ment. Their only error was in their failure to discern
the authenticity of the girl's miracles, and we must
call that a venial error, since it has taken the Church
nearly live centuries to give a final decision on the
point, The authenticity of miracles! Of all questions